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LEADER'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

 
Monday, 28th March, 2022 

 
Present:  Councillors Miles Parkinson OBE (in the Chair), Councillors Peter Britcliffe, 

Paul Cox and Marlene Haworth 
 

Apologies Councillors Joyce Plummer 

  

 
41 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Joyce Plummer.  There were 
no substitutions. 
 

42 Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 16th December 2021 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th December 2021 were submitted for approval as a 
correct record. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

43 Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

44 Nominations for Freemen/Aldermen 
 
The Leader of the Council referred to nominations for the titles of Honorary Alderman or 
Freeman of the Borough to be made at the Council’s Annual General meeting in May 2022 
and requested that any nominations were submitted within the next two weeks.   
 
The Leader reported that Councillor Bernadette Parkinson had nominated Sarah Barton for 
the title of Honorary Freeman of the Borough for her charitable work and he was nominating 
Andy Holt, Accrington Stanley Football Club, for the title of Honorary Freeman.   
 
Agreed - That the nominations for the title of Honorary Freeman 

or Alderman of the Borough be submitted within two 
weeks. 

 
 
 

45 Recognition of Individuals in the Platinum Jubilee Year 
 
The Leader of the Council explained that, as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations, awards should be presented to individuals nominated from across the 
borough to recognise outstanding service to the community.  He requested that Platinum 
Jubilee Awards were presented at each Council until the end of 2022 and that there should 
be several presentations made at each Council.  Nominations should be forwarded to the 
Member Services Manager.  Presentations should take place in a similar fashion to the 
Ruby Awards presented to mark the Council’s 40th anniversary.  
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Councillor Britcliffe reported that Jubilee Gardens, Oswaldtwistle had been named to reflect 
the Jubilee anniversary and pointed out that in the year of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
efforts should be made to make sure that the gardens were kept in a good state.  The 
Member Services Manager indicated that he would contact the Head of Parks and 
Cemeteries.   
 
Councillor Britcliffe also proposed that the name of Scaitcliffe House was changed to 
Queen Elizabeth House.  Discussions related to approvals that were required to do this and 
the Director of Legal & Democratic Services indicated that she would look into submitting 
an application, however, it was also suggested that Hyndburn Leisure Trust were increasing 
the number of facilities they would be providing and that one of these could be named in 
this manner.   
 
Agreed (1) That nominations should be forwarded to the Member 

Services Manager for individuals to be awarded the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Award in recognition of 
services to the community and for these Awards to be 
presented at Full Council meetings until the end of the 
year.  

 (2) That the Member Services Manager contacts the Head 
of Parks and Cemeteries in respect of making 
improvements to Jubilee Gardens, Oswaldtwistle; and   

 (3) That the Director of Legal & Democratic Services looks 
into the possibility of applying to change the name of 
Scaitcliffe House to Queen Elizabeth House. 

 
46 Review of the Policy on Paperless Meetings 

 
Consideration was given to reviewing the Council’s policy of paperless meetings.  The 
Leader considered the environmental and financial implications of providing Members with 
paper copies of agendas.  He considered that it would be beneficial for Leaders and Deputy 
Leaders to be provided with paper copies of agendas but did not feel it necessary to extend 
beyond this.  He proposed that two paper copies were placed in each Group Meeting room 
for Members’ to access plus to provide paper copies of the Budget Meeting on request.   
 
Agreed - That two paper copies of agendas were placed in each 

Group Meeting Room and that Members were supplied 
with a copy of the Budget Meeting agendas on request.   

  
 

47 Any Other Business 
 
Submission to Boundary Commission 
 
Following on from a report submitted to Full Council in respect of an update on the 
Parliamentary Boundary Review 2023 which notified Members of the initial proposals from 
the Boundary Commission concerning the Hyndburn constituency and obtaining Council’s 
support for the Commission’s initial recommendations and Councils’ support for the 
proposal for keeping the Hyndburn County Constituency name it was proposed that a letter 
reflecting this be submitted to the Boundary Commission as soon as possible.  The letter 
should be written on behalf of the Mayor (by Ben Caulfield – Overview & Scrutiny Officer) 
and circulated to the Leaders of the Council and Leader of both parties before being sent.  
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Agreed - That the Overview and Scrutiny Officer (Ben Caulfield) 
drafts a letter on behalf of the Mayor, as soon as 
possible, to the Boundary Commission in respect of the 
recommendations considered by Full Council and 
circulates to the Leader of the Council and Leaders of 
each Party for agreement, before being sent.   

 
Review of Delegated Powers for Planning 
 
In light of a recent Planning Committee, Councillor Haworth requested that Officers’ 
authority to use delegated powers to approve planning applications were reviewed, 
especially in relation to major planning applications.  She requested a review of the process 
involved to include Member approval to reflect greater transparency.  The Leader 
suggested that the Chair of Planning and the Shadow Chair of Planning be consulted 
before delegated powers were used to approve major planning applications.   
 
Reference was also made to clarifying the definition of major planning applications.    
 
The Director of Legal and Democratic Services indicated that changes to delegated powers 
would be submitted for consideration to Full Council’s Annual General meeting and that she 
would include the two issues outlined above.     
 
The Director of Legal and Democratic Services advised on the process for complaining to 
the Ombudsman’s Office. 
 
Agreed (1) That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services 

clarifies the definition of major planning applications; 
and 

 (2) That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services 
submits a report to Full Council’s Annual General 
Meeting to request Members to consider changes to the 
process of using delegated powers to approve planning 
applications (as outlined above), namely that the Chair 
of Planning and the Shadow Chair of Planning be 
consulted before delegated powers are used to approve 
major planning applications. 

 
48 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
To be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 
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